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The chaperones dragged everyone out for breakfast at 6 AM.  Then at 8 AM we made the run 
to Otay Ranch High School for the Holiday Bowl half-time show practice.  After the slow and 
arduous process of getting 2000 students from 14 different high schools into position the 
rehearsal was incredibly productive under the guidance of Dr. Tom Leslie from UNLV.  Mr. D 
was very proud of how our students prepared themselves for this experience. 
 
We hopped back on the buses just before noon and headed for the San Diego Zoo.  The group 
spent the full afternoon visiting the different exhibits.  San Diego features some animals not 
seen in Central Illinois like Giant Pandas, Indian Rhinos, and Koalas. 
 
Back again on the buses and made our way to Mission Beach for a box dinner of excellent 
BBQ sandwiches with all the sides.  Most everyone made their way to view the sunset over the 
Pacific Ocean, do some shopping, and take in some of the rides at the small amusement park 
along the beach. 
 
Some interesting facts about our practice facility.  Otay Ranch High School is a 4 year old 
3000 student campus located inland from San Diego in Chula Vista.  The population growth in 
the San Diego area generated the need for the new high school.  The school lies in a very arid 
region garnering roughly ten inches of rain per year but the 52 acres are very well landscaped.  
The water district reclaims and reuses waste water through a separate water supply. 

 



 

 



    



 


