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Much grumbling when breakfast came an hour earlier at 5AM.  We packed it on the bus at 
7AM and traveled to San Diego city center to participate in the Big Bay Balloon Parade.  
During our warm-up a lady from CNN approached and asked if we could give a New Years 
greeting.  Ethan Hayward provided a lively “Happy New Years from IVC High School…” and 
the band belted out the Ghost Riders tune.  So we have a little something to look for on CNN 
and Headline News in the coming days??? 
 
Prior to stepping off Dan and Matt were interviewed and Holiday Bowl dignitaries stopped by to 
chat.  We finally stepped off a couple of slots behind the Oklahoma State and University of 
Oregon bands.  The thousands lining the ¾-mile parade route enjoyed our rendition of Ghost 
Riders. 
 
After the parade we redressed and headed for Seaport Village to get a bite to eat, do a little 
shopping, and enjoy the view of San Diego Bay.  In the early afternoon we walked over to the 
USS Midway Aircraft Carrier Museum and spent an hour touring the ship.  This is quite an 
impressive structure and you really don’t get a feel for the size and complexity until you get a 
chance to walk through this war ship.  A couple of our ladies even decided to give dance 
lessons up on the flight deck. 
 
About mid afternoon we made our way to Seaworld to view the different aquatic habitats, 
partake in some of the water rides, and attend a show or two.  The Shamu Adventure was on 
most everyone’s list and some took in the Shipwreck Rapids water ride.  Those people who did 
the ride or sat down close for the Shamu Adventure found that wet clothes don’t fend off the 
evening chill very well.  Fortunately the awards dinner was inside.  Besides satisfying hunger, 
the students could also put some heat back into their bodies and get their clothes a bit drier. 
 
We went next door to the Pets World stadium for the awards ceremony taking 3rd place in the 
AAA category for our parade performance.  After the awards ceremony we headed back to the 
hotel to enjoy the pool, hot tub, or sit around the fire pit. 

 











 


