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Game Day.  Grabbed breakfast and back off to Otay Ranch High School for the final practice.  
All went well.  At the end of practice the band struck up Ghost Riders in honor of our truck 
drivers, Rick and Roy Hermann, and then belted out Happy Birthday to Scott Lawson.  After 
loading the buses we bolted over to Fashion Valley mall for some lunch and then back to the 
hotel to freshen up and get ready for the game. 
 
Note:  All the work the Hermann’s did in getting equipment, uniforms, and luggage to San 
Diego (and back) is greatly appreciated !!! 
 
At 2:45 PM we got into uniforms and bused over to Qualcomm Stadium for a 5:00 PM kickoff.  
We were situated on the Oregon Ducks side of the stadium with a sea of green & yellow to our 
backs and Oklahoma State Cowboy orange to the other side.  The place quickly filled with 
80,000 fans Holiday Bowl fans.  Air attack offenses, marginal defenses, and great specialty 
teams work made for an exciting first half.  Oklahoma State pulled ahead by 10 by the half and 
the Oklahoma based High School behind us was quite happy. 
 
Webmasters note:  I got most of the IVC based to root for the Ducks.  Having lots of family in 
Portland was my ulterior motive.  But part was a move of self preservation being surrounded 
by a multitude of screaming Ducks fans.  The Oregon fans were very well behaved and 
enjoyed having IVC and the other high school bands perform at the game. 
 
First up for half time were the Cowboys and Ducks college bands.  The Cowboys band was 
impressive with sharp uniforms and good music.  Then the Ducks took the field.  Their 
uniforms looked more like rain slickers and nothing more than a ball cap.  At first glance this is 
not that impressive but considering that roughly 70% of the time they perform in the rain the 
getup is appropriate.  The Ducks band musicality blew everyone out of the stadium.  Strong 
brass, strong percussion, strong everything. 
 
Now it was our turn.  While the college bands played IVC and the other 13 high school bands 
assemble to the far side of the field.  The pits staged in the front.  The Ducks exited the field 
and the 2000 strong high school bands took to the field along with dancers.  After belting out a 
medley of jungle-based rock and pop tunes a long conga line was formed for the musicians to 
exit the field. 
 
After getting back to our seats the second half ensued and did not disappoint.  The air game 
continued with Oregon pulling ahead and then trading the lead several times with Oklahoma 
State into the 4th quarter.  Oregon finally pulled out a substantial lead and finished 11 point 
ahead as the clock ran out.  After all the players exited the field we were allowed to collect our 
instruments and also make our way back to the hotel. 
 



 

 



 


