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Mr D’s Comments –  Grandma Dietrich always said that if you don’t like the weather 
in Illinois, just what until tomorrow and that’s what our camp was like.  Comfortably 
cool and cloudy Sunday, HOT and VERY HUMID on Monday, still warm but rainy on 
Tuesday and Wednesday –Friday, typical comfortable, beautiful summer weather.  
We had an amazing staff, including an entirely new percussion staff and they did a 
wonderful job working with your children.  I had laid out my goals for the week, the 
week before and we were able to stick with the plan, which is pretty unusual.  We did 
finish learning the drill and were about to play and march through most of the show.  
We even incorporated some new activities to the camp week.  Matt Chapman took 
the kids through some amazing goal setting and leadership training sessions.  He 
had your children writing down their goals about school, band, and their future.  

Research has shown that people that actually write down their goals are more apt to achieve them.  We 
started what we hope may be a new tradition, Wednesday Night at the Movies.  We set up a DVD projector 
and showed “Sweeney Todd.”  The chaperones even rented a popcorn machine!!! Your kids were awesome, 
the spirit was great and the leadership tremedous. 

Our show this year features selections from the Steven Sondheim musical, “Sweeney Todd, the Demon 
Barber of Fleet Street.”  This musical came out last Christmas as a movie starring Johnny Depp.  The plot is 
too bizarre and complicated to discuss here, but needless to say, IT’S WEIRD!!!  The music however is very 
cool and once again this year we are using music arranged for us by University of Michigan Director of 
Bands, Scott Boerma.  The drill is much more involved than last year with 15 more pages of sets.  This show 
reminds me of the “Divine Comedy” of years past and will be a treat to develop.  We will be using a student 
actor playing the title role on the field and we even have a prop in mind.  The best part is --- The kids LOVE 
the book!!!! 

So what happens at camp? What is your child’s schedule for the week?  Why do we travel so far and stay so 
long?  It starts early Sunday.  After sitting in a hot bus for over two hours we start with drill rehearsal  at 1:00, 
with a few breaks here and there, concluding at 5:30 for supper and resuming drill work at 6:15.  We work 
until it was too dark to see and then have a music rehearsal until 10:00pm. Monday through Thursday has 
breakfast at 7:00, stretching and breathing excersices at 7:45, Basic Drill at 8:15, Drill learning at 9:15, Music 
Sectionals at 11:00 and lunch at noon.  We are back to sectionals at 2:00, work on learning drill at 4:00, and 
supper is at 5:30.  At 6:15 we are back on the field working until dark with a full band rehearsal finishing out 
the day.  Friday the kids get a break with breakfast at 8:00, they are however expected to pack and clean 
before breakfast.  We do some Basic Drill, have our annual March Down Contest, practice in the remaining 
time, clean the grounds, eat lunch and go home.  Pretty full week which has your kids doing a total of 32 
hours of marching rehearsal and 20 hours of music rehearsal.   

I issue two challenges each year to the band. 1. Can they develop into a better group than last year’s band 
by working harder and raising the bar? 2.  Can they become a group of people with a single purpose of mind 
and body, working together as a cohesive unit to achieve a common goal?  We generally simplify this to “Can 
you become a BAND!”   Well, as I am typing this at camp on Wednesday afternoon, it appears that they have 
accepted my challenges and are well on the way to meeting them.  They have worked exceptionally hard as 
a team and the growth and improvement through the week has been amazing.  We are working so hard while 
having SO much fun in the process!!  I can’t always say that has been the case in the past.  I am very 
pleased with their efforts and look forward to another great season for the Marching Grey Ghosts. 

Special thanks go out to the camp staff for helping your kids.  Our staff included IVC alum Adam Frank, 
former student teacher, Dan Hiles and current student teachers Jeff Driscoll (Bradley) and Kayla 
Johnky(ISU).  The Chaperones were awesome, thanks again.  Finally, very special thanks to the best help I 
could ever hope to have, Matt Chapman, Dee Ely and our new Percussion instructor, Doug Ford. 
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THANKS to Band Camp Chaperones –  Thanks go out to the following parents for giving up a week of 
their summer to supervise and care for your children at band camp.  Thank you to Gail Quinn, Karen Griffith, 
Todd and Roanna Reginald, Tim Dixon, Pam Orton, Jeanette Bredeman, Avis Sutton, Tim and Mary Totten, 
Gary Spadin and Scott Lawson. 
 

AND THANKS TO GERMAN’S IMPLEMENT AND ROB HULSIZER F OR LOANING US VEHICLES FOR 
CAMP. 

 



Page 3 



Page 4 

 


