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“The weekly  

hometown newspaper  
read around the world” 

 

274-6800 

916 N. Second St., 
Chillicothe 
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Commercial - Industrial - Residential 

24 Hour Service - Licensed 
P.O. Box 545 

Chillicothe, IL 61523 
(309) 579-2926 

Fax: (309) 579-3051 
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 will be August 25th, just after the start of school.  It will be our annual pre-
view night when parents can get a first glimpse of the show.  This year’s for-
mat will be completely different from the past.  The potluck is GONE - we 
will be out at the stadium and will start one hour later at 7:00 in order to ac-
commodate busy schedules.  Instead of a potluck, we have an ice cream so-
cial and there will be NO formal booster meeting.  We will have sign ups to 
help with the Marching Grey Ghosts, introduce the Booster officers, and 
highlight upcoming fundraising efforts.  Doing this in the stadium will allow 
parents to see and hear their children better.  We will be done in less than an 
hour and ask that band members report to the band room by 6:30.   
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Parents PLEASE help out and get your children to work on this at home!!! 
 
�

�������������  
We will have the Band Shop open at this meeting.  Get your commemorative 
shirts ordered for the Competition season.   
 
�

 �!�������"���
Boy do we need you!!   Don't worry about the creative process, that's al-

ready done.  We need people to help sew several sets of new 
flags.  We will do this in the AIR CONDI-
TIONED IVC Band Room on a conven-
ient date.  If you are interested please call 
Gail at 274-4082. 
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304 Plaza Drive 
Chillicothe, IL 61523 

(309) 274-6616 
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The first fundraiser will be selling Dutch bulbs (flowers) from Dutch Gardens.  
The students need to pick up their order form at the Preview night .  Orders 
and PAYMENTS are due together and must be turned into the Band room by 
Sept. 15.  Checks are to be made payable to the IVC Band Boosters.  Delivery 
will occur in time for planting in late Sept/early Oct.  50% of the sales amount 
is profit and will be placed into your child’s account.  Let’s get the year off to 
a great start!!  Any questions?  Call Roxanne Vandervlugt at 274-8282. 

 
���)�	*�  –  

Many students have not paid uniform deposits, turned in signed contracts, or 
paid for parts.  This may be done by Aug.19th.  Show outfits for the Guard 
will be issued later. PARENTS!!! PLEASE!!! Help us to keep our eight year 
old uniforms looking new. Please see to it that they are properly hung and 
cared for!!  This is very important!! 

�
!��������#������� �--  

This is an ongoing activity that can pay for some band bills.  All you have to 
do is shop at Krogers using Gift Cards purchased from the boosters, reload 
these cards at the store when needed and you can earn a good chunk of the 
funds needed for band expenses!! The BAD news now is that this program 
has taken off so well nationally that the Kroger’s company feels it can no 
longer afford to pay out at the 5% level.  As of August 9th, Kroger’s has low-
ered the payout percentage to 3%.  The Booster Board has decided on a split 
of 2% to the child’s account and 1% to the Booster’s General fund. So, for 
every $100 you ring up on your card, Krogers will send the Boosters $3, $2 of 
which will go into your child’s account.  Obviously not the news we wanted 
to hear, but it is still an easy way to generate some money for your child’s ac-

count. Kroger Chairperson is Tina Jones (274-
8105)  and they are also available at Media-
com, PS Fast License and High Five Sports. 

�

State Farm Insurance 
 

Scott Thulean 
 

404 N. Fourth St. 
Chillicothe IL, 61523 

309-274-6241 

    
714C  N. Fourth Street 
 Chillicothe, IL 61523 

 

(309) 274-3869 
 

Your school spirit headquarters for all 
athletic equipment, uniforms, and 

screen printing. 

High-5 Sports 

����������������  
    

937 N. Second Street  
Chillicothe, IL 61523           

 

Lori Sarver, O.D. 
(309) 274-6404 

Galena Road Gravel, Inc. 
 

Rich Lucas-General Manager 
Kenna Wagenbach-Office Manager 

 
5129 E. Truitt Avenue 

P.O. Box 50 
Chillicothe, IL 61523 
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Gary  Crull  Plumbing  
 

530 N. Bradley Avenue 
Chillicothe, IL 61523 

 

(309) 274-3448 
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Well its Tuesday as I am writing this and we just had our first and hopefully 
last rain of the week.  A pretty good storm rolled through this morning, enough 
to kill the power and blow some limbs out of the trees.  The good news, we are 
WAY ahead of schedule.  Several new ideas have been incorporated into the 
2009 edition of the Marching Grey Ghosts which have allowed us to acceller-
ate our pace.  Auditions were first.  This forced students to make a decision and 
commitment to the band.  Plus we are starting a fall concert band for those kids 
who, for whatever reason, are not able or are not interested in marching band.  
This has made our band enrollment appear smaller with only 123 in the MGG, 
but by adding the 20 members of the fall concert band, our total numbers are a 
bit higher than last year.  Our show music this year is much easier, so that even 
the freshmen can play it well.  We have an outstanding group of senior leaders 
this year who are determined to not allow a repeat of last season.  We have 
been giving out Spirit Awards at camp this year, another new wrinkle, to those 
kids that are going above and beyond.  Putting all this together has created a 
new feel to the band.  They seem to have a stronger sense of commitment and 
definitely a stronger sense of pride.  We can only hope it will continue through 
the year. We have a motto for this year. While at camp, we developed such a 
strong bond and did in fact become a “band.”  We want to retain this feeling 
throughout the year so our motto is “Bring Camp Home.”  If you hear me say 
that you will now understand. 
As most of you know, this will be my final year at IVC as I will be retiring in 
May.  To say it is a bit strange doing things for the “last time” is an understate-
ment.  If you add the 3 weeks I was at 4H camp as a kid to my time with the 
IVC band, I’ve spent 33 weeks of my life at Allerton Park!!!  The memories 
are too numerous but the great ones vastly outnumber the bad ones.  To be hon-
est, of my 30 camps I really only look back unfondly at two.  One due to the 
weather and the other to some “other” problems.  I will always be grateful to 
the members of the IVC band for making 99.99% of our time at camp a very 
pleasant and rewarding experience.  Continued on page 4 
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· Pet Dept 
 

· Plumbing - Electrical 
 

· Paint—Hardware 
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Robb Hulsizer 
 

300 W. Pine St., Suite 1 
Chillicothe, IL 

Phone  (309) 274-4845 
    Fax  (309) 274-4966 

Email: chc@omnilec.com 
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� Mrs. Norma McQueen 
1033 E. Brookview Lane 

Peoria, IL 61615 
(309) 692-0558 

�
 
 

��������	
��	
	
��	�
���
�
�������	�



 

 
Continued from page 3 
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Special thanks go out to the camp staff for helping your kids.  Our staff in-
cluded IVC alums Adam Frank and Fionna McGowan, former student teach-
ers, Dan Hiles and Jaime Allman.  The Chaperones were awesome, thanks 
again.  Finally, very special thanks to the best help I could ever hope to have, 
Matt Chapman, Dee Ely and  Doug Ford. 
 

 
March Down Winners –  

This year’s annual Band Camp March Down contest 
was one of the best ever and the competition very 
intense. Our winners were – ����� �������� �� 
����������������!�
����"����  !!!!!   
 

 
 

THANKS to Band Camp Chaperones –  
Thanks go out to the following parents for giving up a week of their summer 
to supervise and care for your children at band camp. “������ ��	� 
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www.picketfencefloral.com 
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Risser and Company 
Norman Astwood 

 
 

3100 N. Knoxville 
Peoria, IL 61603 

 

(309) 688-3441 
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As we close on another week of band camp, we also close on a legendary 
chapter of the IVC band program. As many of you know, Mr. Dietrich is ex-
periencing his last days at Allerton Park. He has been coming to this camp site 
for over 30 years and these last few days have allowed him to look back and 
remind him of the great memories he has  experienced.  For the past seventeen 
years, I’ve had the great pleasure to work along side him. I want to express my 
admiration for all the lessons he has taught me dealing with all areas of this 
program. He has been an amazing mentor and I will take those lessons and 
continue to apply them throughout my career.  
 
I would like to also thank the students for an amazing band camp. You 
changed the philosophies of how we work for one another, how we met our 
goals and became better individuals on and off the marching band field. The 
seniors were the first class to fully understand what we as a staff were 
looking for to welcome the freshman into our program. The efforts to excel, 
giving 100% while having fun doing the hard work were remarkable. Unfortu-
nately, no news media will ever comment on what these kids did this week. 
We have bonded as a family and plan to continue that spirit and bring it back 
home. We have started the new traditions of the IVC MGG with our pride IN 
performance.  Congratulation to the students, chaperones, staff and Mr. 
Dietrich for leaving an amazing legacy and great memories. No judge can take 
that away from us!  

EDWARD JONES 
INVESTMENTS 

 

Mike Denzer 
823 N. Fourth St. 

Chillicothe, IL 61523 
 

(309) 274-5105 

Since 1944 
Can’t Be All Bad 

1/2 Block Off Route 29 
Washington & River Beach Road 

Rome, IL  
 

                     Phone:  274-2694 
                     Fax:       274-5382 

 

Cornerstore Video 
 

              420 N. Fourth 
               Chillicothe, IL 
              (309) 274-8135 

 
“We cater to Tape Worms” 

 
 
 

Insurance & Financial Services 
 

Cameron Parr, Agent 
213 W. Walnut St 

Chillicothe, IL 61523 

Buy Kohl’s Gift Cards 
 
 

 
 
 

Earn 4% for your Student’s Acct 
$25, $50 $ 100 Denominations 

 

For More Info:  Contact  
Scott Lawson   274-4624 
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Richard and Wendy Popp 
 

822 N Second St. 
Chillicothe, IL 61523 

274-5132 
 

waxwingbooks@verizon.net 

/001�+/020��-�3��-'��3-	�
 
 
Booster Meetings –  
Second  Tuesday of the month. Board meets at 6:30 with general meeting start-
ing at 7:15 
 
Home Games – Aug. 28, Sept. 25 Oct. 2, 9 (Homecoming) and 23rd 
 
Parades –  
Kewanee Hog Days - Sept. 5,  Toluca Labor Day Parade – Sept. 7, IVC Home-
coming Parade Oct. 9, and Chillicothe Christmas Parade – Nov.21st 
 
Competitions -   
Sept. 19 -Morton, 26 - Geneseo, Oct. 3rd - Olympia, 17th -U of I,  24 State at ISU 
 
Rehearsals will likely be the same –  

Winds on Monday 6:30 to 8:00 
         Guard after school –           Tuesdays 
          Rehearsal for all – Wednesdays 7:00 –  9:00 
          Drumline – TBA 
 

P S FAST LICENSE 
 

Title & License Service 
Packing & Shipping  - DHL, UPS 

 

Patrice J Semtner-Myers  
 

   420 N. 4th St.           309-274-5266 
   Chillicothe, IL   Fax: 309-274-5277 

 

Open Mon-Sat 
 

PSFASTLICENSE@YAHOO.COM 

 

13637 North River Beach Drive 
Chillicothe, IL 61523 

ph: 309-579-2535  
fax: 309-579-2909 

www.riverbeachpub.com 
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�5��(�	  –  
  Oct. 3  – IMEA auditions at Geneseo 
 
��4�*(�	� –  
  IMEA Jazz Festival @ Dunlap Nov. 7 
                     IMEA Concert Festival @ Augustana College – Nov. 14 
 
��5�*(�	  –  
  Pep Band – Dec. 4 (other dates Dec.19, Jan. 5, 8, 9, 22, & 29) 
                    Holiday Concert – Dec. 6 
                    Madrigal Dinners – Dec. 12-13 
 
;-�&-	:  - 
  Illinois Wesleyan Jazz Festival – Jan 23 
                    IMEA State Music Convention – Jan . 27 – 30 

 
 
 
 

Kenneth A. Karman, 
CPA 

 

7601 N. Candletree Place 
Peoria, IL 61614 

 

309-685-3110    Ext. 220 
309-274-4TAX  Ext. 220 
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A-PLUS AUTOBODY, INC. 
FOR ALL YOUR AUTOBODY NEEDS  

5610 Knox St 
PO Box 502 
Rome, IL 61562 

Tim Krause 

Out of Pocket & Insurance Repairs 
Loaner Cars Available 

Spray-On Truck Bed Liners 

(309) 274-4145 
In Business For Over 20 Years 

Buy Kroger Gift Cards 
 
 

Pay for all students band 
bills without any money 

from your wallet.  
 

 
Gift cards available at Mediacom,  
High 5 Sports, PS Fast License  
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#�(	&-	:  –  
  Dunlap Jazz – Feb. 13 
                   Rolling Meadows Jazz – Feb. 27 
 

-	5,  -      
  Solo and Ensemble Contest – March 6  
                   Winter Band Concert – March 7 
                   NCIC Conference Music Festival at IVC – March 23 
  IVCEA Foundation Chocaholics Jazz Night  - March 31 
 
�%	�'�           
                   IHSA State Music Contest – April 4/6   No site yet 
�

-:��           
  Spring Band Concert and Pork chop dinner – May 5 
                   Awards night – May 10 

   
  
 
 
 
 
 

 


